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Remarks by Martin Shubik at the meeting in honor of David 

Gale 

July 11, 2007 

 

It is an honor to talk at this gathering 

 

We must remind ourselves:   We came to honor David Gale, not to 

bury him or ourselves.. 

 

David is the oldest of us at 85---possibly the oldest attendee at this 

meeting.  He is 85 years young and still contributing intellectually 

to mathematics and will continue to do so. This ceremony is just 

another milestone in his distinguished career, not an ending point. 

 

I cannot claim to have known David as closely as I personally 

would have liked to. Our paths for many reasons did not intersect 

that much. But whenever they did, I learned from him and admired 

his scholarship and depth. 

 

Over the years, in my Pantheon of scholars who I knew well and 

admired deeply, my old senior colleague Tjalling Koopmans stood 

high.  On reflecting about David I realized that he has all the four 

qualities that I admired in Tjalling. 

 

1. A beautiful clarity of thought 

2. Brilliance in exposition 

3. An ability to spot good problems and formulate them elegantly, 

and  

4. The persistence and ability to solve the problems he was able to 

formulate. 

 

Sad experience and social statistics have taught us that there 

appears to be little relationship between brilliant scholarship and 

personality. Without delving into causality I can only offer a view 
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of David’s persona as one of elemental decency including concern 

for and patience with his junior colleagues. 

 

 
 

 

 

The speakers at this happy occasion, from one point of view list 

like the Geriatric Ward of Game Theory. 

The only “kid” among us is SERGIU HART at 58 who may be 

regarded also as representing his game theory father Bob Aumann 

77  who has already given a masterful discussion of many of 

David’s contributions. 

 

Before noting our ages I must remind all of us that von Neuman 

died around fifty years ago on Febuary 8, 1957 at the age of 53. 

 

The others speaking are: 

Lloyd Shapley 84 

Harold Kuhn 82 (to the nearest integer) 

Martin Shubik 81 

John Nash 79 

And Herb Scarf  77 (to the nearest integer) 

 

Within another 10 years most of us will be dead and an era will 

have closed in the sense that those will have departed, who at first 

hand knew von Neumann, Morgenstern , Tucker and others who 

were there at the creation of Game Theory. 

 

To some extent we were the fortunate ones. Being there at the 

creation of the subject provided a deep commitment and sense of 

excitement.   

 

Scholarship is not static and though many of us are still hard at 

work, as is exemplified by David Gale, perhaps the ending of our 
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link will help the next generation find their own new fundamental 

problems rather than adding commentary to a conservative text. 

 

The celebration for David is an occasion to celebrate what has 

been done and to look forward what still must be done. 

 

Martin Shubik 

Wednesday, July 11, 2007 

 

 


